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“The minute | dropped out I could stop taking the required classes that didn’t interest me, and begin
dropping in on the ones that looked interesting,” he said. Among them was a calligraphy class that
appealed to him after he saw posters on campus that were beautifully drawn.  “I learned about serif and
sans serif typefaces, about what makes great typography great. It was beautiful, historical, artistically

subtle in a way that science can’t capture, and [ found it fascinating.”
“If I had never dropped in on that single course in college, the Mac would have never had multiple
typefaces or proportionally spaced fonts. And since Windows just copied the Mac, it’s likely that no

personal computer would have them.” *
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Markkula and some others could never quite appreciate Jobs’s obsession with typography. “His kno
wledge of fonts was remarkable, and he kept insisting on having great ones,” Markkula recalled.  “I k
ept saying, 'Fonts?!? Don’t we have more important things to do? ” In fact the delightful assortment
of Macintosh fonts, when combined with laser—writer printing and great graphics capabilities, would help

4

launch the desktop publishing industry and be a boon for Apple’s bottom line.
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